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 I want people to connect with a more-, more vulnerable part of the 

population. I want people to connect with asylum seekers, with, to have some empathy with 

refugees and people in that situation. And how are you gonna do that? Well I’m going to 

make a comic about it.  

To imagine that me making a comic is the best way I can respond to this political issue and 

this humanitarian issue, that already feels impotent and powerless, you know. And that’s 

really frustrating, that my biggest talent and ability is to make a comic about asylum seekers 

and hope they’ll change some lines or that people will see things differently, you know.  

It cuts to my identity, its harrowing, like, its, it was, it’s difficult for me to get to the subject 

matter. By all accounts I shouldn’t be here. But on top of that it’s, like, in my family I was the 

only one born in Australia, I’m the only one with a Christian, Western name. Parents escaped 

war, managed to get on a fishing boat, made it across the sea, entered a refugee camp in 

Vietnam, but all these points it was, like, pure luck that they survived all that.  

And to think that today all these people who are in dire trouble, are fleeing their homes from 

war, very, very, very well could have  be me and my friends and the entire community  where 

I grew up in which was a migrant community. If I’m not gonna to tell the story, if I’m not 

going to tell my story, and my family’s story and my communities story then it’s gonna be 

told for me. There’s a bit of responsibility to that that, yea, I definitely feel on my shoulders a 

little. I mean it’s a miracle in itself that it’s even a comic, let alone an interactive comic, you 

know. It’s, like, if anything that’s, like, the most celebratory thing I could imagine. Ten year 

old me would be very proud, it’s like, this one is for you kid!  

 


