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About  
the Documentary1.

About the Documentary

There’s a crisis in Australia. More than 100,000 people have no place to call home1.
With the gap between the haves and the have-nots widening, and house and rent prices sky-
rocketing – homelessness is a frightening possibility for more of us than ever before. 

In Filthy Rich and Homeless – a bold social experiment – five wealthy volunteers get a glimpse 
of what life is like without a home. The five have agreed to swap their privileged lifestyles for 
10 days and nights living on the streets of Melbourne. Their preconceptions about homeless 
people will be shattered as they find out what it’s like to go from having everything to having 
next-to-nothing.

1. Australian Bureau of Statistic: Census of population and housing: estimating homelessness, 2011 
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About the 
Resource2.

About the Resource 

The activities in this resource have been designed to complement the Filthy Rich and 
Homeless Interactive Classroom Experience, which is composed of short clips from 
the documentary series. At the end of each clip students must make a decision and the 
choices they make will dictate the next clip they move onto. The interactive will serve to 
highlight some of the challenges and limited options that homeless people face on a daily 
basis.  
 
Throughout this resource, suggested tasks have been created to provide teachers and 
students with the opportunity and confidence to research aspects of homelessness in 
Australia. 

The activities have been structured using three interconnected learning stages – discover, 
create and share.  

  Discover: these activities enhance students’ understanding of key concepts 
and develop their critical thinking, research and comprehension skills.

  Create: these activities provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate 
their understanding of key concepts by applying their new knowledge in the 
creation of a range of types of texts, and develop their creative thinking, ethical 
understanding and use of ICT.  

  Share: these activities encourage students to share their learning with an 
audience beyond the classroom, and develop their communication and 
presentation skills. 

http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
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Links3.

Curriculum Links

Activities have been designed to engage students in years 9-10, and it is advised that 
teachers tailor the complexity to suit their class. This resource provides ACARA curriculum 
links for:

English 
Year 9 (ACELT1635) (ACELY1811) (ACELY1741) (ACELY1742) (ACELY1744) (ACELY1745)
(ACELY1746)

Year 10 (ACELY1813) (ACELY1756) (ACELY1752)

Health and Physical Education
Year 9 & 10 (ACPPS089) (ACPPS090) (ACPPS092) (ACPPS093) (ACPPS094) (ACPPS097)

Use CTRL+F (PC) or ⌘+F (MAC) to search this document for keywords or curriculum links.
You can download a document containing the full curriculum descriptors here. 

While this resource focuses on English and Health & Physical Education, activities can be 
applied to a broader range of subjects and General Capabilities including:
• Humanities and Social Sciences
• The Arts
•  General Capabilities: Critical and Creative Thinking, Personal and Social Capability, 

Ethical Understanding, Intercultural Understanding 

This education resource was produced in partnership with St Vincent de Paul Society NSW.

Classroom activities written by Bianca Hewes. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1635
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1811
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1741
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1742
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1744
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1745
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1746
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1813
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1756
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1752
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS089
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS090
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS092
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS093
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS097
http://www.sbs.com.au/sites/sbs.com.au.home/files/frh-curriculum_links.pdf
http://www.sbs.com.au/sites/sbs.com.au.home/files/frh-curriculum_links.pdf
https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/About/St_Vincent_de_Paul_Society/
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Recommendations before
viewing in the classroom4.

Please note that all coarse language has been removed from the Interactive Classroom 
Experience, however teachers screening full episodes to their class should be aware that the 
series is classified M: mature themes and coarse language.  

As with all resources, teachers are encouraged to watch Filthy Rich and Homeless and the 
Interactive Classroom Experience before showing them to students. The content addresses 
sensitive themes including; homelessness, domestic violence and drug use, and it is 
important that teachers are comfortable with the content beforehand. These resources have 
been designed to help you feel confident to engage in safe discussions in your classroom. 

Some things to consider are: 

•  Speak with staff, families or community members before using Filthy Rich and 
Homeless and accompanying learning resources in order to pre-empt possible 

responses.
•  Set classroom ground rules: Due to the sensitive nature of the content in Filthy 

Rich and Homeless, setting classroom ground rules with your students before 
viewing is an important step in creating a safe space. It would also help to develop 
mutual respect and understanding between the members of your classroom 
community. 
 - Be respectful: Each person has their own beliefs and values. 
 -  Value diversity: Each person has their own world views, experiences and 

opinions. 
 -  Listen politely: Each person has a right to contribute without pressure or 

intimidation.
 -  Act with honour and courage: Be brave in sharing experiences, ideas and 

opinions.
 - Appreciate privacy: Each person has the right to uphold their privacy. 
 -  Act responsibly: Share feedback with thoughtful consideration and a positive 

attitude towards others. 
•  Work collaboratively with students to create a contract that outlines the expected 

standards of behaviour around using the interactive. 
•  Use the think/puzzle/explore reflection protocol to prompt discussion and 

reflection after viewing the interactive. 
  THINK: What ideas, emotions or situations did the interactive make you think 

about? 
 PUZZLE: What ideas, people or situations in the interactive puzzled you?  
  EXPLORE: What ideas presented in the interactive would you like to explore 

further? 
•  Encourage students to frame discussion comments as their own (as in “I think”) 

and avoid forceful language (such as “You should”).
•  When responding to others in classroom discussion or in the associated activities 

encourage students to challenge ideas rather than people.
•  Allow adequate time at the end of each viewing session to debrief the content, 

associated activities and discussion. 

Teachers are advised to have students complete the full Interactive Classroom Experience 
before moving onto the activities below. 

Students can access and navigate through these activities online with the student directed 
resource.

http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.sbs.com.au/programs/filthy-rich-and-homeless
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive


 

Page 6

My own notes

Activities5.

Introduction 

After watching the introduction, answer the following question: 

 DISCOVER: From this opening montage, what do you think will be the hardest 
aspect of homelessness for these wealthy participants to endure? Whose 
pathway did you choose to follow? Why? 

 Why is homelessness a growing crisis in Australia? What do you think are the 
causes of homelessness?  

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1744)

Tim’s Journey 

If you chose to follow Tim’s journey, complete the questions and activities below: 

Question 1 
Choice A: Tim’s journey 

DISCOVER: What are the concerns Tim has regarding homeless people? 

SHARE: Tim says he can walk past homeless people ‘like they don’t exist’. 
Discuss with a partner whether or not you share Tim’s feelings and concerns. 

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELT1635)

Question 2
Choice A: Ask a cafe for food 

DISCOVER: Why is Tim emotional in this scene? How does the director capture 
and convey Tim’s emotions relating to the homeless experience in this scene? In 
your response you should refer to visual and auditory techniques. 

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1742) (ACELY1745)

Suggested Research Links can be 

found at the end of each section.

http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1744
https://youtu.be/rWXcQz1o_5Q
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1635
https://youtu.be/nNKPr2-mIiM
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1742
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1745
https://youtu.be/rWXcQz1o_5Q
https://youtu.be/nNKPr2-mIiM
http://www.sbs.com.au/learn/filthy-rich-and-homeless/interactive
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5.Activities

continued

Question 2
Choice B: Earn some money  

DISCOVER: How does the director create empathy for Tim and, in turn, for the 
homeless people in this scene? In your response you should refer to visual and 
auditory techniques.

Australian Curriculum links: English: (ACELY1742) (ACELY1745)

Question 3
Choice A: Sleep on private property

DISCOVER: What external influences impact Tim’s ability to make safe choices 
with regards to where he sleeps? What are the factors you would have to take 
into account if sleeping on private property versus sleeping in a public place? 
CREATE: Compose a one- to two-page narrative titled ‘Homeless for the Night’. 

Australian Curriculum links: Health and Physical Education (ACPPS092) 

English (ACELY1741) (ACELY1746) (ACELY1813) (ACELY1756)

Question 3
Choice B: Sleep in a public place 

DISCOVER: List the factors that make sleeping rough difficult for people. 
Do all homeless people sleep on the streets? Research the definition of 
homelessness, particularly looking at the different ways people can be homeless 
and the challenges associated with each. 
CREATE: Using the information from the above task, create a series of posters 
raising awareness of the challenges faced by homeless Australians.

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1746) (ACELY1756)

Question 4 
Choice A: Crisis accommodation 

DISCOVER: How does the director capture Tim’s fear in this scene? In your 
response you should refer to visual and auditory techniques. How does 
becoming homeless affect an individual’s relationships with others? How can we 
change attitudes towards homeless people? What are the solutions? 
CREATE: Compose a monologue recounting the experience of walking into 
the dining room of a crisis accommodation centre for the very first time. Use 
figurative language to capture the sights and sounds of the setting, as well as the 
emotions felt by your narrator. 
SHARE: Compose a ‘letter to the editor’ about the relationship between 
homelessness, prejudice and identity with the title ‘Why we shouldn’t be afraid of 
the homeless’. 

Australian Curriculum links: Health and Physical Education (ACPPS089) (ACPPS090)  

(ACPPS094)

English (ACELY1742) (ACELY1745) (ACELY1813)

https://youtu.be/vcJZlEQCfNI
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1742
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1745
https://youtu.be/Hvs-vPArrs0
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS092
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1741
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1746
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1813
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1756
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVGRlb-7HxA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1746
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1756
https://youtu.be/yc2RuRk5aOA
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS089
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS090
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1742
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1745
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1813
https://youtu.be/vcJZlEQCfNI
https://youtu.be/Hvs-vPArrs0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVGRlb-7HxA&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/yc2RuRk5aOA
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continued

Question 4 
Choice B: Rooming house 

DISCOVER: Research the types of temporary housing and services available to 
homeless people.

CREATE: Create a list of the advantages and disadvantages of sleeping rough 
compared to staying in rooming house, according to Adam.

SHARE: Discuss what Tim means by his statement: ‘I’m progressing through the 
system and yet I […] feel like I’m getting further into the hole rather than out of it’.

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1744)

Suggested Research Links
Homelessness Australia Fact Sheets
Homelessness Australia: What is Homelessness? 
AIHW: Housing and Homelessness 
Mission Australia: What is Homelessness?
SBS: What is the best way to help a homeless person?

Jellaine’s Journey 

If you chose to follow Jellaine’s journey, complete the questions and activities below. 

Question 1 
Choice B: Jellaine’s journey 

DISCOVER: ‘Your upbringing doesn’t determine your outcome.’ Use this 
statement as the basis for a class debate. Begin with a whole class discussion 
about how attitudes towards this statement are influenced by an individual’s 
values, beliefs and assumptions.

Australian Curriculum links: 
English (ACELY1752)

https://youtu.be/iGeUZ-sR8Sk
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1744
http://www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au/index.php/about-homelessness/fact-sheets
http://www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au/images/publications/Fact_Sheets/Homelessness%20in%20Australiav2.pdf
http://www.aihw.gov.au/housing-and-homelessness/
http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/what-we-do/homelessness-social-housing/what-is-homelessness
http://www.sbs.com.au/topics/life/culture/article/2017/06/16/whats-best-way-help-homeless-person
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pqPgjjHg8o&feature=youtu.be
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1752
https://youtu.be/iGeUZ-sR8Sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pqPgjjHg8o&feature=youtu.be
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continued

Question 2
Choice A: Find something to eat 

DISCOVER: Describe Jellaine’s emotional response to finding herself living on 
the streets without food or shelter. How genuine do you think Jellaine’s response 
is given that she is in a constructed situation?
As a class, discuss the impact that the experience of being homeless has on an 
individual’s mental health. Consider the range of possible emotional responses 
to becoming homeless. 

Australian Curriculum links: Health and Physical Education (ACPPS094)

Question 2
Choice B: Find somewhere to sleep 

DISCOVER: 
Discuss Jellaine’s preconceptions around homelessness. How does her 
background affect her opinions on homeless people? 

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1744)

Question 3
Choice A: Crisis accommodation 

DISCOVER: Research the causes of female homelessness in Australia, and the 
specific difficulties women face that make them especially vulnerable. Why is 
female homelessness growing? 
CREATE: Compose a 10–20-line poem contrasting sleeping rough on the street 
to sleeping in crisis accommodation. Try to use figurative language to capture 
the persons emotions, as well as the setting through sensory imagery.

Australian Curriculum links: Health and Physical Education (ACPPS093)

English (ACELY1746)

Question 3
Choice B: Seek advice  

DISCOVER: Why do people become homeless? Research the causes of 
homelessness. Who do you think is vulnerable to homelessness? 
What does Jellaine’s time with Krissie reveal about the services available to 
homeless women? Critically evaluate the adequacy of these services.

CREATE: Create an infographic that illustrates the statistics about homelessness 
compared to the available resources to support homeless people in Australia. 

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1746)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4SUKvdhq00&feature=youtu.be
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS094
https://youtu.be/8i27KCxauF8
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1744
https://youtu.be/sy6aJiyPe7I
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACPPS093
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1746
https://youtu.be/q1MHRZi5fPs
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1746
https://youtu.be/8i27KCxauF8
https://youtu.be/sy6aJiyPe7I
https://youtu.be/q1MHRZi5fPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4SUKvdhq00&feature=youtu.be
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continued

Question 4
Choice A: Talk to a resident   

DISCOVER: How does this scene debunk assumptions made about 
homelessness? 
Write a paragraph reflecting on family violence and other early trauma as a 
catalyst for mental illness and homelessness. 

Australian Curriculum links: English (ACELY1744)

Question 4
Choice B: Talk to staff    

CREATE: Create an interactive poster (using PowerPoint or Prezi) to illustrate the 
relationship between mental health and addiction amongst homeless people. 
Imagine you must leave home immediately, only taking with you a backpack 
of your possessions. Where would you go? Write a 300-word journal entry 
recounting this moment, the choices available to you, and what led to your final 
decision. 

SHARE: Write a persuasive piece titled ‘No one ever chooses homelessness’. 
Your piece might be a blog post, a vlog, a speech, a letter to the editor or an 
opinion piece. Discuss with your teacher who the most appropriate audience 
may be to share your piece with. 

Australian Curriculum links: 

English (ACELY1811) (ACELY1741) (ACELY1813)

Suggested Research Links
Mission Australia: What is Homelessness?
AIHW: Homelessness Statistics
AIHW: Homelessness Services 
Homelessness Australia: Homeless Statistics
Prevalence of Mental Illness Among Homeless Populations.

https://youtu.be/cD04iNNyxII
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1744
https://youtu.be/vv3DF_RunBo
https://prezi.com
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1811
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1741
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELY1813
http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/what-we-do/homelessness-social-housing/what-is-homelessness
http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/what-we-do/homelessness-social-housing/what-is-homelessness
http://www.aihw.gov.au/homelessness/specialist-homelessness-services-2015-16/clients-services-outcomes/#t5
http://www.aihw.gov.au/homelessness/specialist-homelessness-services-2015-16/clients-services-outcomes/#t5
http://www.aihw.gov.au/homelessness/specialist-homelessness-services-2015-16/
http://www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au/index.php/about-homelessness/homeless-statistics
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/publications/publishing.nsf/Content/mental-pubs-n-report13-toc%7Emental-pubs-n-report13-3%7Emental-pubs-n-report13-3-4%7Emental-pubs-n-report13-3-4-ind19
https://youtu.be/cD04iNNyxII
https://youtu.be/vv3DF_RunBo
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continued

Conclusion: Changing Perspectives

DISCOVER: What is the biggest change to your thinking about homelessness as 
a result of interacting with Tim and Jellaine’s stories? 

CREATE: Create a table of the participants’ opinions about homelessness 
before and after their experience. How have their perspectives on homelessness 
changed? Compare this to your own opinions – have they changed? 

Discuss as a class all of the misconceptions regarding homelessness that have 
been debunked in this series. Working in teams of four, use this information to 
create a 60 second video.

SHARE: Discuss as a class the ways you can help homeless people. Create a 
school-based information campaign to raise awareness and help others find 
ways to improve the lives of homeless people. This campaign could include 
posters to put up around the school, articles in the school newsletter and talks 
during assembly. 

Australian Curriculum links: 

English: (ACELT1635) 

Extension Activity: Youth Homelessness 

Of the homeless population 42% is under 25. This means that more than 26,000 young 
Australians do not have a home. Youth homelessness predominantly occurs following 
trauma, such as family violence, child abuse or family breakdown. 
The vast majority of young people experiencing homelessness are hidden from view, living 
in refuges, couch surfing or sleeping in cars with their family – but their experience is very 
real.2

Watch Grace’s film from the 2017 Youth Week Competition, which can be found here. 

Task: Write an essay analysing how Grace’s film effectively blends poetry with images 
and sounds to communicate what homelessness feels like for young people. Be sure 
to support your argument with evidence from the film, and specific detail about youth 
homelessness. 

Task: Develop a fundraising campaign to raise money for a specific initiative to help young 
people, either in partnership with an existing program/organisation or a new idea.

More activities on the SBS Youth Week Films can be found here. 

If the resource or interactive has raised issues for you and you would like to talk to 
someone, please contact one of the services below:
-        Lifeline on 13 11 14 or visit lifeline.org.au
-        Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800 or visit kidshelp.com.au
-        1800 Respect on 1800 737 732 (1800 RESPECT) or visit 1800respect.org.au
 
For information about services offered by the St Vincent de Paul Society, visit vinnies.org.au

2. Youth Homelessness Matters. (2017). The Facts. Available: http://www.youthhomelessnessmatters.net/yhmd/facts. Last accessed 
22nd June 2017.

https://youtu.be/C0OM4yDq4BQ
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACELT1635
http://www.sbs.com.au/feature/grace
http://www.sbs.com.au/sites/sbs.com.au.home/files/nyw_teacher_notes_highres2.pdf
https://www.lifeline.org.au
http://www.kidshelp.com.au
http://1800respect.org.au
https://www.vinnies.org.au
https://youtu.be/C0OM4yDq4BQ

