
Press Note

This is with reference to a press release about worrying levels of chemicals in
foods imported from India. We write specifically with regard to Basmati rice in the
capacity of All India Rice Exporters Association.

The All India Rice Exporters Association is an apex body of rice exporters
recognized by The Ministry of Commerce Govt. of India and the Agriculture
Products Export Development Authority (APEDA). The Association has 130
members who account for 80 per cent of the Basmati Export to over 140
countries.  This is the same Basmati that we have been consuming for decades
and is exported to over 140 countries.

That your claim that Indian Basmati has worrying levels of pesticides is untrue.

Had you checked with us we would have given you facts. And the facts are:

Buprofezin is allowed for use in Australia.

Australia and PAN data base confirm Buprofezin is not a carcinogenic agent.

This particular plant protection product has the following MRLs in other
jurisdictions:

 European Union across 28 countries including France, UK and Germany: 0.5
mg/kg

 China:0.3 mg/kg
 India:0.05 mg/kg
 Japan: 0.5 mg/kg
 Taiwan:1mg/kg



The reported level in Basmati is 0.014, which if rounded off, comes to 0.01 and is
clearly lower than all the MRLs mentioned above.

It is not true that this Plant Protection Product is banned in Australia. Lack
of specified MRL in a product does not means it is pro-actively banned. What this
means is this particular Plant Protection Product is not necessary in Rice growing
condition within Australia.

If the facts too were broadcast, it would have allowed your listeners to make an
informed judgment.

We are also perplexed as to why your listeners were not informed that the rice
was tested in the uncooked state.

As we know Rice is not consumed directly. It is soaked, washed and boiled at 100
degree centigrade for over 15 minutes before consumption. The more objective
and balanced approach would have been to test the product in the form it is
consumed.

We of course have no information on the level of sample integrity applied to the
testing. We do not know whether the methods used in this case have been
validated. We are also not aware whether the results are of recent ring trials that
laboratories are required to conduct and have been retained for inspection.

We do wish you had checked with some authorities before broadcasting such a
programme on Indian foods. We would appreciate if you would give the correct
picture.
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