Queer Renegades: SBS Audio’s new podcast reclaiming
Australia’s queer history

Check out the trailer here
*Interviews available with host Farz Edraki*

4 February 2026

In the lead up to Mardi Gras, rebels and resistance fuel Queer Renegades, a new SBS Audio
podcast spotlighting the trailblazers who helped shape Australia’s queer history - stories
often overlooked or erased.

Hosted by Iranian-Australian writer and broadcaster Farz Edraki, Queer Renegades challenges
the heteronormative lens cast on history, centring the voices of daring trailblazers from the
LGBTQ+ community who questioned the status quo and created change.

SBS Audio podcast Queer Renegades title card

Timed to launch ahead of Mardi Gras, the series explores stories of queer activism and
rebellion, from the legacy of Dykes on Bikes, who act as protectors of the LGBTQ+ community,
to newly arrived refugees seeking queer connection, and First Nations artists and curators
forging new cultural spaces.
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https://www.sbs.com.au/audio/podcast-episode/queer-renegades-the-rebels-risk-takers-and-rule-breakers-in-queer-history/7p9aibrn6

‘Let's be honest - when it comes to history, queer stories are often erased by a default lens
we're rarely challenged to question,” said Edraki.

"The truth is, queer people exist in every culture, and shared queer identity can connect
deeply diverse lives - there are incredible stories of camaraderie and bravery. People who
have stood up to the status quo and made change possible. We want to highlight these
people and their stories.”

David Hua, Director of Audio and Language Content at SBS said, “Australia offers
comparatively greater freedom for many LGBTQ+ people, but that didn't happen by accident.
Queer Renegades creates space to hear from those who shaped it, lived it, and continue to
challenge it.

‘At SBS we're here to champion the voices and stories we hear least, amplifying lived
experiences and perspectives to build belonging, connection, and pride.”

Each episodes marks a key moment of activism - whether an event, moment or individual.
Featured trailblazers include:
¢ Jonny Hawkins AKA Aunty Jonny: Prolific multi-disciplinary artist and true believer of
the dancefloor;
e Jacobin ‘Jack’ Bosman: PhD Candidate and Graduate Researcher Academic Associate
at the University of Melbourne;
¢ Renee Dixon: Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Forcibly Displaced People
Network;
o 78er Ken Davis and Sister Claire Nolan head of nursing at Sydney's St Vincent's
Hospital during the HIV/AIDS epidemic;
e Ben Graetz: Co-Festival Creative Director for Sydney World Pride 2023;
e Xander Khoury: Father of House of Silky, a ballroom collective based in Western
Sydney;
¢ Kendal Walton: President of Sydney Dykes on Bikes;
¢ Glenn McNamara: Co-owner of Sauna X in Sydney;
e Sam Lewis: President of the Flying Bats Football club, the biggest LGBTQIA+ women's
and non-binary football club in the world;
e Carlie Henderson: Executive member of the Parents for Trans Youth Equity.

The eight episodes of Queer Renegades will drop weekly from the 11'" of February 2026. Listen
on the SBS Audio App, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Youtube, LISTNR, SBS On Demand or
wherever you stream your podcasts.

Notes to the editor:

About host of SBS Audio podcast Queer Renegades Farz Edraki
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Farz Edraki is an Iranian-Australian writer, editor and host who has a decade of experience
across media organisations. This includes hosting ABC podcast Days Like These which was
named Best Entertainment Podcast (2023) at the Australian Podcast Awards. As a writer, she's
published comedic non-fiction in The Belladonna and The Guardian, and long-form features for
the ABC. A short story she wrote was published in Growing Up In Country Australia. She's
worked as a commissioning digital editor at the ABC. In 2023, she completed her Masters of
Creative Writing and Literature from the Western Sydney University.

In TV, she's worked on The School That Tried to End Racism, The House with Annabel Crabb, and
Tonightly with Tom Ballard. A series she produced and directed, Hey Stranger, was recognised
at the 2020 Webby Awards. She co-hosted the independent election podcast for teens, Bite
the Ballot. She has appeared at the Sydney Writers' Festival, BBC Radio 3's Contains Strong
Language Festival, and hosted many a book launch and panel discussion.

About SBS Audio

SBS Audio has been the soundtrack for Australia's diverse communities for more than 50 years.
From our roots in multilingual radio, SBS Audio connects with audiences in over 60 languages,
and continues to evolve with its award-winning podcasts, broadcast and digital radio channels.

About Audiocraft
Queer Renegades is produced in partnership with Audiocraft, a leading Australian podcast
production company known for their creative approach to the audio format. Fuelled by a

passion for human centred storytelling and high quality sounds, Audiocraft have produced
narrative series for SBS, Audible, ABC and Spotify.

ENDS

For further information please contact:
Devni Fernando| devni.fernando@sbs.com.au | 0432 125 431
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