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From: David Hua
Sent: Friday, 19 June 2026 9:20 AM
To:
Subject: Fw: Media mop up

FYI too. Press re SBS this week. 

Kind regards, 

David  

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 20:04:40 
To: Jane Palfreyman  
Cc: Clare O'Neil ;  
David Hua ; Mandi Wicks ; Kathryn Fink ;   
Subject: Re: Media mop up  
Adding this one too - SMH letters to the editor with lots re yesterday's address and this one too 

Hanson’s timing regarding the axing of SBS couldn’t be worse. Its coverage of the World Cup is 
absolutely fantastic, and its demise would be a great loss to millions of sport fans, as well as 
Australia’s ethnic communities. Eric Sekula, Turramurra 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks.streem.com.au%2Fthe
-sydney-morning-herald-20260618-
brxG3PKUo2AcRUdhgVdSjt5Xl0kn&data=05%7C02%7CLeah.Boonthanom%40sbs.com.au%7Cbd6a
4b4a1ee14200c22f08decd14dfd1%7C9b7e0a1132864e28a73dfca89ad9e915%7C0%7C0%7C63917
3686702477194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAw
MCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7W%2FFLrP
AyYCYQISkc3IfVutFX0yMrsBNjUpUV%2FDHohA%3D&reserved=0

 
 

From: Jane Palfreyman  
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 19:35:54 
To:   
Cc: Clare O'Neil ;  
David Hua ; Mandi Wicks ; Kathryn Fink ;   
Subject: RE: Media mop up  
Great overview thank you .  

From:   
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 7:30 PM 
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To: Jane Palfreyman  
Cc: Clare O'Neil ;  

 David Hua ; Mandi Wicks ; Kathryn Fink ;   
Subject: RE: Media mop up 
*Adding David, Mandi,  and Kathryn too* 
Hi Jane, 
I’ve just taken a look at some of the media coverage from yesterday/today with around 1000 clips 
(inc. syndications) that mention SBS specifically. 
A full report of all the stories to date across online, radio, TV and print with links to read/listen/watch 
can be accessed here. 
I have sifted through the coverage and wanted to provide a topline snapshot below. 
The majority of coverage that mentions SBS seems to be pretty straightforward reporting. SBS is 
positioned as a significant national institution caught up a broader political debate about 
multiculturalism, immigration and public broadcasting.  
Coverage mentioning SBS/media focuses on Senator Hanson's proposal to abolish SBS, reduce the 
ABC into a subscription service, end multiculturalism and support a “monocultural” Australia, and 
reshape Australia's media landscape, with Hanson also attacking The Guardian. 
Hanson’s address has brought out some public defence of SBS (and it’s worth noting a lot of the 
talkback commentary mentions the World Cup). Examples include: 

 What Hanson’s plan to defund the SBS and paywall the ABC could mean for Australia - RMIT 

 Pauline Hanson wants SBS gone. Here’s what that would mean - The Indian Sun 

 Jacqui Felgate on importance of SBS, including being able to watch the soccer for free and 
featuring the Mabil/Basheer clip – 3AW  

 3AW listener feedback (inc. SBS/ABC merger) – here and here  

 2AY commentary - here 

 Annabel Crab: Can I say that Senator Hanson should in fact be watching SBS (and WC), not 
calling for its abolition – Party Room podcast 

 ABC Melbourne - here (inc. WC) 

 ABC FN QLD (inc. ABC subscription model) - here  

 4BC Gary Hardgrave on SBS – here 

 4BC Jason Matthews - Look, I'm not a big fan of some of the stuff that Pauline said about 
gutting and turning, you know, getting rid of SBS and making the ABC subscription. I think you 
can't just simply shut down your critics - here 

 Finger On The Pulse! Pauline Woos Middle Australia By Vowing To Axe SBS In The Middle Of A 
World Cup – Betoota Advocate 

 Peta Credlin podcast (post WC and TdF support) - here 

And responses re her media remarks more generally: 
 Media union blasts Pauline Hanson’s ‘bitter, unprofessional’ attack on Guardian journalist – 

The Guardian 

 Hanson and the media: an unholy alliance of the ruling class – The Independent 
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 Why the power of Press Club addresses is in the clips posted on social media afterwards – 
ABC 

 Pauline Hanson spoke for an hour and a half. Here’s the verdict of the press gallery experts - 
SMH 

 Press gallery journalists object to One Nation threats to ban reporters – The Guardian 

 To speak plainly, Pauline Hanson does not articulate solutions – The Australian 

 Watt: One Nation has a 'negative, chaotic, divisive plan for Australia' – Radio National 
Breakfast 

 Hanson’s ‘incendiary’ Press Club address condemned - Crikey 

Some media has picked up on her extreme pathways: 
 ‘Dystopian’: Hanson’s speech slammed as net migration falls - SMH 

 Pauline Hanson’s speech ‘shameful’ and echoed ‘rubbish’ from rightwing figures in UK and 
US, critics say – The Guardian 

 Pauline Hanson’s views haven’t changed since her first speech. But now she is resonating 
with Australia’s bitter and resentful mood – The Guardian 

And some negative sentiment supporting Hanson’s views: Examples include: 
 Former ABC chairman Maurice Newman backs One Nation leader Pauline Hanson’s call for 

subscription service – Western Australian 

 ‘What’s offensive about it?’ – Lucy Zelić backs Pauline Hanson’s vision for a 

 ‘monocultural’ Australia – Sydney Now podcast 

 Letter to editor: Look out SBS and ABC, Pauline Hanson is coming for you, and for that alone, 
she has my vote – Herald Sun 

Additionally, as an FYI,  at the ABC has shared with me their media statement (she said they 
only got around 4-5 enquiries): 
The ABC provides trusted news, children's programs, quality Australian entertainment, a range of 
local media services, emergency broadcasting and much more to all Australians on an equal basis, in 
line with our Charter, for free. 
This principle of universal equity of access is increasingly important in a world where the majority of 
content is only available behind a pay wall.  
Australians should be able to continue to rely on the ABC as the most trusted source of news and 
information.  
Australian music and other creative industries would also be substantially negatively impacted 
without a freely available ABC and its numerous varied services. 
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Hope this snapshot helps. 
Cheers, 

 

 

 
SBS, 14 Herbert Street 
Artarmon NSW 2064 Australia 

 

www.sbs.com.au 
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From: Mandi Wicks
Sent: Saturday, 20 June 2026 10:38 AM
To:
Subject: NACA check in
Attachments: Media Release - Australians place growing trust in SBS News - 16 June 2026.pdf

Good morning everyone, 
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Have a lovely weekend and if you’re working through – thank you! 
 
Mandi 
 

 
 
 
Mandi Wicks 
Director, News and Current Affairs 
She/Her 

 
SBS 14 Herbert Street 
Artarmon NSW 2064 Australia 

 
www.sbs.com.au 
 

 

 
 
SBS acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia. 
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From:
Sent: Friday, 19 June 2026 2:15 PM
To: David Hua
Subject: RE: Guidance following public commentary about SBS

Dear Bapak Director, 

Good afternoon Bapak. 
I trust you are well. 

Thank you for the guidance in regards to recent Paulie Hanson speech at NPC. 

Have a lovely afternoon. 

Kind regards, 
 

From: David Hua  
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 9:43 AM 
To:   
Subject: Guidance following public commentary about SBS 

Greetings everyone, 

In light of the public discussion about SBS, I want to remind teams that as an impartial public broadcaster, 
SBS does not provide commentary on the policies of political parties. When reporting about yesterday’s 
National Press Club address or related topics, you can use the following statement from SBS:  

Attributable to an SBS spokesperson  
"SBS does not provide commentary on the policies of political parties, consistent with our obligations as an 
impartial public broadcaster."  

On background  
SBS has provided trusted Australian multilingual news, content and information for over 50 years – helping 
Australians understand one another and participate fully in Australian society.  
Australians place strong trust in SBS, with the Reuters Digital News Report ranking SBS equal first among 
Australian news organisations for trust (refer to https://www.sbs.com.au/aboutus/2026/06/16/australians-
place-growing-trust-in-sbs-news/) and SBS Examines helping to counter online misinformation.  
Every day, millions of Australians across the country consume SBS’s free, trusted, and quality content on a 
range of platforms including streaming, podcasts, radio, web, TV, and social media.  

As an SBS employee, please also keep the following in mind: 
 SBS does not endorse, oppose or advocate for the policies or positions of any political party, candidate

or elected representative.
 SBS's role is to inform audiences through accurate, impartial and balanced journalism in accordance

with the SBS Code of Practice and editorial policies.
 Staff must comply with SBS External Communications Protocol and SBS Social Media Protocol

(updated May 2026)
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If you are unsure how to respond to an enquiry, please seek guidance from me, your manager or Corporate 
Communications. Any requests for an official SBS response should be referred to Corporate Communications. 
 
If you experience threatening or discriminatory behaviour in public, through talkback, or online, do not engage. 
Prioritise your safety, keep a record where appropriate, and report the matter to your manager. Follow SBS 
safety and security procedures where required.  
 
If you need support, please reach out to me, speak with your manager, or access SBS's Employee Assistance 
Program.  
 
Thank you for your professionalism and support of one another.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
David Hua 
Director, Audio and Language Content 
Special Broadcasting Service  
 
 
 



 

 

This file note contains privileged or confidential information intended only for the addressee. If you have received this document in error, 

do not copy the file note or communicate its contents to any person; please telephone the number above to advise of the error. 

 

File Note   

 

Author: David Hua,  

Director, Audio & Language Content 
 

 

  

SUBJECT:  FOI Teams screengrabs – Hanson  

File No.  Reference:
 _____________________________________________________________________________  

Type of event  Call IN: (  ) Call OUT: (  ) Meeting: (  ) Other (specify)  

Date & Time & Location: 31 July 2026 

People Involved / Present:  
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From: Kathryn Fink
To: Kathryn Fink
Subject: Excom notes up front
Date: Tuesday, 23 June 2026 8:38:41 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.png

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Kathryn Fink 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2026 8:36 am
To: Kathryn Fink 
Subject: Fw: questions

Noise in the market created by Pauline Hanson NPC speech but best response is to
stay focused and continue to make a difference.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Kathryn Fink 
Sent: Monday, 22 June 2026 15:25:07
To: Kathryn Fink 
Subject: questions

Kathryn Fink
Director of Television

SBS
14 Herbert Street
Artarmon NSW 2064 Australia

sbs.com.au
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From:
To: Mandi Wicks; 
Cc:
Subject: RE: Audience Response - Pauline/Press Club
Date: Friday, 19 June 2026 10:42:38 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.jpg
image003.png
image004.jpg
image005.png

Hi all. Sorry I missed this email from Mandi so ignore my previous email re the edits.
Ultimately, my suggestions were in line, even less less. 
Thank you

From: Mandi Wicks 
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 5:41 PM
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Audience Response - Pauline/Press Club
Hi ,
I agree – less is more.
The draft looks good to me.
Many thanks,
Mandi

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 3:19 PM
To:  Mandi Wicks

Cc: 

Subject: RE: Audience Response - Pauline/Press Club
Hi ,
Thanks for this.
I started writing something else, to add that we also function in English with much of our
output original – especially across the slate of news and caff across Australia… but then,
thought simple, direct was best.
If you require more lines, please let me know but what you’ve written looks solid to me.
Cheers,

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 18 June 2026 2:45 PM
To: Mandi Wicks ; 

Cc: 

Subject: Audience Response - Pauline/Press Club
Hi all – Apologies, I understand you’re busy
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Apologies – I’ve been in meetings non stop since walking in the door. Have just come up for
air.
Yes that’s fine – but noting the sensitivities, please play with the straightest of bats.
Cheers,

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 11:08 AM
To: 
Subject: SMH REQUEST FOR COMMENT
Hey ,

Cheers,
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From:
To:
Cc: ; Mandi Wicks
Subject: RE: URGENT ## PLEASE REVIEW ## FW: SMH REQUEST FOR COMMENT
Date: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 7:11:38 PM

Good one – thanks .
Also, as a heads up, Z has asked  (asked a long time ago) to make a

ibution (live cross tomorrow mor ) after Ms Hanson’s speech.
 knows to play aight and won’t be veering into SBS ‘response’ territory.

Here is my email to :
Hi ,
Tha again for today and I’m hoping you’re doing okay.
Just to say, I’ve informed Corp. Comms and Mandi that, after our conversation,
you won’t be contributing to the SMH’s coverage.
I think it’s wise and agree with your decision.
I also understand you’ve been asked, a good while ago, to contribute to TVNZ
to provide some analysis to Pauline Hanson’s speech, in a live cross.
I note that they’ve asked you, not because you work at SBS, but because you’ve
recently interviewed Ms Hanson and have tracked her political career for many
years as a senior member of the press gallery.
Obviously the main thrust of Ms Hanson’s speech wasn’t about SBS so if
questions, as discussed, veer into public broadcasting, please play it with the
straightest of bats.
Let me know how it goes.

s,

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 7:10 PM
To:  
Cc:  ; Mandi Wicks 
Subject: Re: URGENT ## PLEASE REVIEW ## FW: SMH REQUEST FOR COMMENT
Hi  - yes, Clare and  are aware. Will forward this to them as FYI.
Get Outlook for iOS

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 19:02:52
To: 
Cc: ; Mandi Wicks

Subject: RE: URGENT ## PLEASE REVIEW ## FW: SMH REQUEST FOR COMMENT
Hi  and ,
Thanks for this – and noting you had planned to let Clare and  know too.
Having spoken with  this evening, she’s decided NOT to contribute to the SMH’s
reporting.
Thanks for your time all the same.
A busy day for you all, I’m sure.
Hope you’re doing okay.
Cheers,
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Subject: RE: SMH REQUEST FOR COMMENT
Hi ,
Ap es – I’ve been in meetings non stop since walking in the door. Have just come up for
air.
Yes that’s fine – but noting the sensitivities, please play with the straightest of bats.
Cheers,

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 11:08 AM
To: 
Subject: SMH REQUEST FOR COMMENT
Hey ,

Cheers,
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