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Top 10 Findings 

 

 According to the survey results, 44% of women indicated that they have experienced gender 
inequality with the figure highest for 18-25 year old women (60%). With approximately 37% 
of these 18-25 year old women experiencing this gender inequality by the age of 12.  

 In the last 12 months at least 18% of women have experienced sexual harassment in a public 
place, with the figure even higher at 40% for 18-25 year old women.  

 Over half a million men and women say they are experiencing sexual harassment at work 
right now.  

 62% of Australians noted that some jobs are better suited to one gender. For example, 9% of 
those surveyed agreed that men make better mathematicians and scientists than women. 

 44% of the women surveyed feel it is easier to get your dream job if you are a man. One in 
four men agreed with the same proposition.  

 Approximately one-third (31%) of 18-25-year-old women have experienced abuse online 

 Ultimately, 83% of Australians support gender equality - 86% of women and 79% of men.  

 72% of men and 76% of women feel that gender equality is significantly better today than it 
was in their parent’s generation.  

 On the whole, 62% of Australians feel that gender equality is improving. 
 

Key Findings 
 
Experiences of Gender Discrimination 
 

 44% of women indicated that they have experienced gender inequality with the figure 
highest for 18-25 year old women (60%). Approximately 37% of these 18-25 year old women 
experienced this gender inequality by the age of 12. 

 Half of all women believe they will experience gender discrimination in their lifetime, if they 
have not already. Again, this figure was highest (70%) amongst women in the 18-25 year old 
group.  

 76% of men and 76% women agreeing that men suffer from sexism too. 

 Overall, 72% of Australian believe gender discrimination exists in Australia today, and 65% 
agreed that more needs to be done to address gender inequality.  

 However, 72% of men and 76% of women feel that gender equality is significantly better 
today than it was in their parent’s generation.  

 On the whole, Australians (62%) feel that gender equality is improving. 
 
Gendered Division of Labour in the Home 
 

 A majority of men and women did not believe that women should be primary carers for 
children.  

 However, 86% of women say they do the majority of the housework.   

 At the same time, 73% of men in the survey stated they were the primary breadwinners. 
 
 
 



Gender Pay Gap 
 

 Australia’s gender pay gap is at 14.6%, with women earning an average of $244.80 less than 
men per week (Workplace Gender Equality Agency, 2018). 

 88% of Australians feel that men and women should get paid the same for doing the same 
job. 

 62% of Australians noted that some jobs are better suited to one gender. For example, 9% of 
those surveyed agreed that men make better mathematicians and scientists than women. 

 44% of the women surveyed feel it is easier to get your dream job if you are a man. One in 
four men agreed with the same proposition.  

 
Sexual Harassment in Public 
 

 The survey found that in the last 12 months at least 18% of women have experienced sexual 
harassment in a public place, with the figure even higher (at 40%) for 18-25 year old women. 

 Interestingly, 22% of men believe that women should take being wolf-whistled on the street 
as a compliment. 

 Almost one-third of all women noted they change their behaviour to avoid sexual 
harassment in public places –this figure was even higher amongst young women in the 18-25 
year old group at 46%. 
 

Sexual Harassment in the Workplace  
 

 Almost half of all Australian women agree and feel that gender inequality exists in most 
Australian workplaces. 

 Over half a million men and women say they are experiencing sexual harassment at work 
right now.  

 80% of those surveyed said they would stand up for someone being sexually harassed at 
work - Australians over 40 in particular were more likely to intervene. 

 
Online Sexual Harassment 
 

 43% of Australians believe that online harassment is a greater issue than street harassment. 

 Approximately one-third (31%) of 18-25 year old women have experienced abuse online 

 Around 1 in 5 (21%) 18-25 year old women have experienced harassment or abuse whilst 
using an online dating site. 
 

Gendering Children 
 

 83% of women and 60% of men believe it is okay for boys to play with dolls.  

 92% of women and 82% of men agree that it is okay for girls to play with boys toys, such as 
toy cars. 

 However, 1 in 3 Australians still feel that boys and girls should play with different toys. 
 
Feminism 
 

 37% of women and 52% of men believe that feminism has gone ‘too far’. In total, 45% of 
respondents agree on this issue and the proportions are evenly split across older and 
younger people.  



 Overall, 28% of women identify as feminist. The youngest cohort (18-25) has an 
identification rate of 48%. Older people are the less likely they are to call themselves 
feminist. 

 


